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54 An Ex iffe to the tarrivic Preefis of the Confocatlon boulfe. 


is moſt hozribite abuſed by yau/ and turned cleane con- 
trarie to the cnde wherefoze it was ozdayned, Helpe the 
pooze people tathe meancs of their ſaiuation/that periſh 
intheir 1gnozance : make reſtitution vnto your tenants/ 
and ſuch as from whome you haue w:ongfulty ertozted | 
any thing : Þſurpe no longer/ the authozitie af making 
of miniſters and excommunicatian : Yct pooze men be no 
moze moleſted in your vngodly courts: Studie maze then 
you doe/and p:cache oftencr : Fauo: nonreſidents a pa- 
piſts no longer: laboz to clenſe } miniſtery of the ſwarms 
of iqnazant quides/*vherewith it hath bin defiled: Make 
conſcience of bzcalnng the Sabboth/ by bowling and ta- 
bling : Se ringlcaders of p:ophanenes no longer vnta 
the people : Talie no moze b:1bves:Veaue your Symonic: 
Fauo: learning mo:e then you doc/ and eſpecially godly 
learning: Stretch your credit if pou haue any/to the fur- 
theraace of the goſpell ; Pou haue fopned the pzophana- | 
tion of the magiſtracie/ to the cozruption af the miniſte- | 
ric: Veaue this ſinne. M11 in a wazd/become good chziſtt- | 

ans/and ſa pau ſhalt become goad ſubiects/ 4 leave pour 

ty;awnie. nd {| would aduiſc youw/let me here no maze of 
paur cuill dealing, } | 

Giucn at my Caſfle between two wales/neither faure 
dapes from penileſſebenche/ noz yet at the Weſt ende af | 
Shzofftide : butthe fouretcenth pcare at theleaſt/ ofthe 

age of Charing croſſe/ within a yeare of Midſom- 
mer/betweene twelue and tweluc of the clacke, 
Anno pontificatus velirz Quinto, and | 
4 hope vitimo of all Eng- 
liſhe Popcs, 


By your learned and worthie brother/ 
Parti Parpzelate, 
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Temporis Filia Vevitas. 


A mery devile called 


Troublſome travell of Tyme, and the 
daungerous delivery of her 
Daughter Tructh, 


- Equity is gone aſyde, and Righteouſnes ſtanderh farre of, the Trueth is 
fillen downe im the ſtreets, and the thing that is playne, may not be 
ſhewed: The Trueth is layde in priſon , and he that refrayneth himfelfe 
| from cvill, muſt bee ſpoyled. Eſa. 59. 4. 


| Therefore thus ſayth the Trueth , thoſe myne Enemyes { which would not 


| that l ſhoud Raygne ouer them) bring them hither , and (lay them be-= 
fore my face. Lute 1g. & 


| Geve no ſentence before thou haſt heardthe cauſe, bur firſt ler men tell our 
ther Tales. Eccleſ. Its 


If a man love me he will keepe my ſayings, (fayth Chriſt) and my Father will 
love him, yea, we will come vnto him and dwell with him. [oay, 14,6. 


Interlocutours, 


BeExNION the Button-maker: and 
BalLTHESAR the Barber, 


Ep 


Anno 158 9. 
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BENION. 


TETRA El! overtaken (neighbour BatTHagan) where haue you bin 
2758 this longe tyme? for I haue not ſcer;e you in your ſhoppethele 
|}. UI 4+ Cayes, 


BALTHASAR. 
I have bin waſhing, ſhauing, and triming; in the Countrye. 
13c0. Then I truſt you cantell vs of tome good newes? for men lay all newes 
arc to be heard of ar a Smyths Forge,a Barbers ſhopp, or at a mill, 

[3:it Vere'y I can heare of lutleor no good newes inthe Contry to be had- 
wheretorcl pray you neighbour Bemon, tell mein ſadnes, what doe you heare? 

Bon, Suerly(perghbour)Icantell you of very good ne wes, herat {cruſt to 
C04) ve all ſhall rerovſe, & this 15 the matter: Icame no ſooner 1nto the Citty, 
and had gotten a Chapman for my buttons, (but in comming by a Smiths For- 
ge Theard (ay: there was a worthy Parlament appoynted and a gratiousday let, 
v herin every man,conferning his rehgion)ſhould be permitted treely to ſpeake 
without any lett, or interruption : andalſo heard without any percealuy, And 
then v hoſ{ocuer hath the beſt on his | de, in the Trueth; it was concluded that 
has rel:gion ſhould rake place, he ———_— of the Kinge: and the Tructh fer vp 
aboue all. 

air. But (tell me) is that poſſible? 

Ben. Yea truly, but what would you ſaye if I were there preſent,and hearde 
al! the ſame parley, cucn from the beginning tothe end. 

Balt, Suerly 1 would fay then that this Realme ſhould bemoft happy of all 
g2t1ons vnderthe Sonne,yea and moreover thatthe Lord would bleſſe and pro- 
{per {uch magiſtrates 1n all things that they tooke in hand: Now therefore I pray 
thee tell me more of this matter, but watt thou 11 deed from the beginning to 
the end of this parley? 

Ben. 1 heard al that was there ſpoken and concluded amongſt them. 

Balr, What were the company there aſſembled, canſt choutell 

Ben. Yea: Forthere was none that fate in ludgment, vuleſſe they were of 
great dignity, honour, or worſhip : Videhcet. : 

1. The Kinge which exccutcth true judgment without percealety : and he 
fate yppermoſt in his royalll ſeate ; — 

2. The Counſcll(which are good aduouching alwayes therunto) & they ſate 
next vnto him. 

3. The LordsSpiritual (who are zelous for the trueths cauſe) and were pla- 
ced next them. 

4 The LordsTemperall who are redy to defend the Trueth) and chey were 
placed next them. 

| (. And laſtly the comons; who are redy to le thetin : {enery one of theſe 
aforc{ayd, fo much as they may ataynegrace therto of the Lord )and they fate 

m the nathesmoſt roome, | 
| A i) | Bale, 
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| Balt. This was doubtleſſe a ioyfull ghttof beholde: the Lord blefſe them 
T' all, and geue them of his graceto haue all men ſpeake whithour perſealny : to 
Judge vprightly: and alſoto eſtabliſh tho things that may redounde to Gods 
glory 4men: but whar ſpeaker was appoynted ro the ſame parlam-ne? 
| Ben, Such a one as in lyke maner feared the Lord, and is deſyerous that all 
| things mought be done for the beſt acco: ding ro Gods will, | 
: | 
Bale. Then fiſt of ally I pray thee let me heare what the ſpeaker layed; and 
What matters were their cheifly hand'ed by him conſe ningthe effeR o- prin- 
Cipail cauſes of theyr afſembiy. tor it ſhould feemel av ihis Ay laying that there 


| were matters handled of great importance? L 
Ben Theſe or the ivkko {o farre as mv memory w-uld ſerve m2 were the 


words of the focaker 
SPEAKER. Foras muche 3s Lat this tyme (although vnmecet therunto ) am a,poynted 
to fperke betorethe Kings highnes, asallo before you all Right, bigh Honora- 
bic, and worl hipfall here aſſembled, in m Uters appertay n10g tO a Common 
Welth, towweil for fouls as Fody. Therefore muſt T firit of all in mot humble « 14e 
craue perdon of his Majeſtic.and alſo of ail you Honorable, and wort hiptull:n 
this audience thatif any thing chaunce { tor the want of {kill audacine, or wil- 
dom) to eſcape my mouth, ui may be taken tothe bethaccording tomy good 
Mmcaning. Thus it 1s o moſt renoumed Prince, and YOu oped ur [Lords Sp1- 
rituall & temperall, together whith you worthiptull, and commons of this pre 
ſent Parlament here afſzmbled' & alto be nt known? vnto you all Thaithe chef 
and principal] thing wherethrough a!l Natuons. Kingdoms, Princes, People, 1nd 
commonyrelths are vphoulden, kept, and preſerved tom harmes and deſtru- 
Qtion is Gr, which God therefore ought (of all Nations, Kingdoms, and People) 
moſt cheifly and aboue al! other things to be feared, loued, obeyed, honored & 
ſerved. And ſeeing that your calling 15 cheifly ro that end : allo that all your 
Cares and Induftryes 1s now gratiouſly bent therunto, in ſomuch asthis honora. 
ble aſſembly is come to2ether there atyoaur:] beteech you theret are 1n the name 
of the ſame liuinog G14) tn heare me For af-much as it 1s not vnknowvae viito the 
Kings highnes,'as alſo t6the honorable, and worſhiptull here afſembled, thae 
althouch the ſcriptures haue bin tothe ſame cf4 aforiayd; moſt plennfully 
read vntothe Peopletheſe many yeres according tothe Kings app2yntment 
and good intention vet not-wyithRtandinge we ſeethar the hues of the People 4 
(for the moſt part? are become worle and worſe, (forpell among the learned, as 
amon? the lavhond ) and the catife 1s for that the Preachers themſchues, doc nor 
| defver to become ſuch 3s they wron!ld frame theyr hearers tobe: And not that 
| alone but alſo /by tht meanes) and forthe want of abedience; thereare ſprong 
Vp, ſondry {eR; and ſorres of religions here among vs at this daye 1o thart 
cucry one \being notwithtanding contrary mMyn ied One towards an other) 
will hau* his owne for the beſt - vea althongh rhey muſt all needs granmt, char 
therc is but one one'!y traerh {it would be tolong toreſyre how many hauec bin 


decciued and are yet, th1ough ſuperſtition and L dolatry,hkewile how _— ( 4 
| « ncie\ 
4 


" One 


a; 


theſe\havetaken totheir ſelues A freedom and liberty of lyfe in corirting Wice 
kednes| Jout oftheir mit chrltuwgot holy Sriars mes Ang more over how many 
have bin expyulced the vriuerſines for their « obedience . fortiken how be- 
nefice and exhibition gathered wprther their conventikles, Proached falle apd 
ſedic:ous doRtrine, ronne here nd there here they mVv2at be Hearde, amira 


tinge the People agai nit obedience, dve to thegoon, many, and po! ke r Fir, 2, 
Pair os allo OG! | [! ITIC CE of they: ran CS 11:7 CU UCTIVORITS:. A+ N WW MN OSELG) - 
vp of: ginu ts {Wait MUrdering 4nd CONturemIng one or 2n {NCT 15 C Oo pate 
dayhe (1n other lands) therabout : videltcer about reliwron & the Truc h, it 
v ouige be, | ty, roolongto retvic! for ſpredy reformation wi 11: that 
the Ivke inconvenience in all (which God forbid!) corre not to patio with in 
this Land, but rather may intvine (through your good provicerne and Noble 


wiidoms m the Lot d) before feene and peruemed,! May u theretorc pleate the 
Kings M ajeftic, the Lords Spirntuail ang Temperall together With the wor- 
ſhiptull and commons here atſembied, to ler proclamation go our 1nto all 
coaſts of the Land,and that it be PCT tc a ana graunted C\ f eucry Rel p1On One 
(at the leaſt' ro come into the peiſament houte, there to fpeake tice'y pac 
cor ſcrning Y Trueth, and the cette or ground of his rehgion. Ant when euery » 
one hath layd his mynle, and your SILL ely wiidome «acuiledly and deeply) 
conſidered therof, as which of them a!l thall go ne arcit the Tructh; So may you 
then doc your beſt in F Lord that the Tructh onely.may take place for af-much 
as God (who alone is worthy of all honom) is a ſpirit, and wil none otherwile be 
honored (aue in (pirit and Trueth, And thus, tothend all enuy, contencion and 
diſobedience. mought once feace amongſt vs (that now boaſt lo much of © hu. 
ſtanity? and that all godly loue obedience, vnuy, peace and concord, in the 
Trueth myght Come in place, whereby Goda myght rightly be bonowd. [e/s 
Chrift mv ghe Aythfully be belecued, the King 26d) you all that bcare authority; 
dutitully obayed the People that are vnder you become blefled : and the com- 
mon welth alt iycs floriſh to yaur cuc laſting fame * | Imake an end. Referring 
all thing here ip ken tothe Lord, and your WI torr cs to conlider of, and fo 
Icommirt youto God and to ht; good tuicion, who 1s well able troendoy, you 
with his heaugnly wildom or holy ſpirit for to dog in all, his wil Amen. And to 
he end 0 

Bait. This was no doubt a marveilous good waie for to bring al! ro one 
vnif>rmity of __ 210n,4sS alſo t Fro fynde out the Trueth:| if {o be the K ng & 
majeftrates,whon thev hauz harde all ſpe.ke; ca difcerne the True! h and rue rc- 
Iipton from aches |] which thing they may eaſily doe when as the Lord ſhall 
ſceit good, for as much as the Trueth 15 playne, and feckuih 1o corners and 
they alſo Gods M:nilters appoynred to that end, but yet thou haſt not tolde me 

what was layd to this matter, nor what enſued therupon. 
Ben. "Then fayd the King this mans conlcl!l 1s very go00') : let therefore pro= 
clamar1on go forth and let them'icome before vs [to wn Jot every Religion one: 
- and then ſhall every onefay his myude freely conſern. ing his Religion, and 
A i; | COnlcts 
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7 | conſerning th-Trueth:And (for my part” afterT have heard every one ſpeak,and 
| | aduilcdly colydered therot according vnto the Trueth of the Scriptures, I wil by 
the grace of God give trueludgement without perceality becauſe - wv God(n hoe 
; mamniſter Iam) mought rightly be honored in $piritt and in Trueth 
| Then ſpake the Connlicil, all at once, and {ayd , God ſaue thee (0 Kinge) for 
ener: For ne likewiſe are good atvouching thcreunto, and therefore wiſh "with 
Ail Our hae! [CS ) that if moughtcuen-ſo CON'cto paſſe ' 
| Aticr that {yake the Lords Spurituall and fayd, Geod blefle the Kine in his deter- 
mination,tor we allo re zealous for the Trucths caule, and therefore woulde 
! pla i'y that it vverc 1 anizeſtcd. 


And then {pake the Lorcs Temperall and (ayd, God} reſerue the F no, and 
graunt lum good fuckcetic in all that ac rtaketh in hand; for vve are redy, to 
the vitermolt of our poirer, to detend tne 7] ructh, vvcre1t once mace knowen. 

Then laft of all ſpake the cor: 1mons and fayd,God proper the King in his good 
purpole, tor vvec {tand aifo ready tolue theun , mought yve once know cer- 
taynhe vyhich vvcre the Tructh 

Balt The God of al! Trueth blefle them vv:th his eucrlaſting ble ing: make 
manifeſt his Trueth vnto them, and then geve them and vs all graceto hue un , 
theſame, But vvhat followed! pray you tel me. 

| B-n. Vpon this the proclamation vvent torth into all quarters, and there- 

| vpon came into the Parlament houſe 4. men ciuerſly 4pareled : alſo of ſundry 

' * myndes or Religions, Videhct A Catholick| comonly called a Pepiit.] A Proteſtant, 
F \c-monly called a Libertin. | A Puritan [comonly called a Rebell. | And a plaync 

| Playm in vyholc religion vvas vaknowen, | comonly called an Heretiq:. | 

| Bait Now of Fcllow{ſhip let me heare more of this matter, for there 1s like 

alwoeys to 1;tuc ſome good ſporte, vvhere ſo many Players doe reforte, 

Ben. Atter fuch ryme as they all (kneeling vpon their knees) had craued 
perdon, and lifence euery man to ſpeak freely his mynde, vvithourt any unter- 
ruption, fur the profe of tus Religion, and the manifeſting of the Trueth, and 
that free hborty vvas graunted them. Then vvas it concluded alſo, that the 
Catholick, ſhoulde ſpeake firſt, next after himthe Proteſtant, 3. the Puritane, 
and laſt of all the playne Plowman. 

Bait, Suerly this vvas exccllent vvel,, nowthen (as thou loueſt me) let me 
heare vvhat good ſtuffe the Catholin; coulde bring for his old ruſty Religion, 

Pen Then the Catholig; $trer his humble fubmiſhon made tothe K. and to 
the Honovrable and vvorſhiptull there afſembled) he ſayd. 

MoſtNoblePrince,& you all molt Honourable & worſhipfull audience:lIn as 
much as you haue wo? pracioutly graunted me to ſpeake for my Religion and 
the Tructh, fol moſt humbly befeech you all ro heare me: Beit knowne vnto 
you al! that the Catholiq; general Religion, had her hrſt foundacion , as it is 
chought, neare vpon 1 4. hundred yeares paſt, and hath remayned in forceſand 

10 other general|Rel1gion, among the Chriſtians with in Exrope, knowen or fre. 
quented] vnuull about $0.ycarcs palt that one Matin Lutber(ſometymes a firyer) | 
tooke 


——_— 
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tooke vpon — a diſpleaſure taken agan't Þ Pope, to vvryte difpitefully 
thece agaynſt ; and this our Rehgion vvas inſtituted accrding to the holy 
ſcriptures by a generall councell of holy Fathers: For after tuch tymeast hey. out 
of a great zeale rowards the Tructh behceld the increale of all lniquity amongſt 
thePcople, in ſomuch as Chr # and his dodrine v+ as a:moſt forgotien : yeaand 
more ouer fearing lealt,in orocelle of tyme,the Natiuety, Death, and Paſſion of 
Corift, rog-ther vvith his doArine, lyte and miracles, as alſo the doArine, lyte 
and miracles ot the Prophets, Apo'tles, Euangileſts. and holy fathers, ſhould 
Iikevviſe be altogether forgotten. eſpecially nw in theie lalt l{ſencious dayes, 
vvherin they vnderſtood, in the Soirite, that all miguity vvould abound , lyke 
as it is come to paſſe atthis day: Then they fought 11 good to call a generall 
Councell at the vvhich counſel! they ordayned, not vvithourt the holy Ghoſt, 
the feltiyall dayes throughout the yere, like as they yer remayne in yCharch at 
this day) ſome in commemoration at Chriſtes Nat:uety, {ome of his circurmſ1. 
cion: ſome of his Death : ſome of his Reſurrection , and ſome of his Aſlention 
into heauen,&c. Likewiſe they ordayned other Feltiuall dayes in commemoras» 
tion of the deaths and martirdomes of holy ſaints, videlicer. Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Euangeliſts Martirs, and confeffors, &c. They hauec alfo ordayne\ holy facra- 
ments and ceremonyes, together vvith an vniformity of God-ſcrvice, to be 
vied inthe Church onely to houlde in memory before the People (in their righe 
ſignifications) thoſe holy things vvhich the goſpel of [efu Chriſt requireth in 
the Deede\ of all men ; and yet notwithſtanding vvere chen ( almoſt of all Peo- 
pleJforgotten : Moreouer they ordayned and ettab':ſhed , that the Goſpells and 
Epiitles, &c. ſhould be Cas a New "Teſtament ) coadioyned to the olde: and 
read dayly in the Churches for holy ſcripture, and fo to be raken for ever: 
they alſo ordayned and built many Churches tor holy vic, Faltings, prayers, 
Almeſdeeds confeſſion of finnes, vvith contricion and fatifation to be made 
for the ſame, with many other good things more vvhich vverc too longe to re- 
{yce: And now/right noble and honourable audience) in what Feare, obedience, 
ane reaſunablenes the People vvere houlden. ( even vntill this our laſt Age) 
vnder Catholick Religion, and her facramonts and cerem: nyes,, 1 necd not - 
much to ſpeake of, but vvill rather leaue itto the ludgmens and confideration 
of all thoſ:h it be vviſe and of atincient yeares among you, & knewtheir coh- 
uverſation: An therefore{to be { horte) 1 hold my Catholic, Religion to be of 
molt antiquety, ordayned by y conſent of the holy Ghoſt, and gro.nded vpon 
the Tructh And thus I conclude, who foe bouldeth vpon the Cuhoig Rehi. 

1on (In his Right Inficucion be ho111der lryupon the Tru- Religion © And who 
hoe houldeth| vpon the Cathol1q; Church houldeth vpon the true Churche: 
And thus he ended. 

Balt. Noth ſurely (neighbour Benion) if this vvere lis ralke, and if this be 
true vvh ch he hath ſayd : then this is the Catholty; Religion {as I thincke) 
layd on ſuch a ground or foundacion, bringing alſo with it ſuch antiquery;that 
I know not preſently to the contrary, but he 15 lyke to bcaic a ray (hebeſt 

| | game, 
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game, yet vvoul{ I gladly heare how the proteſtant could anſwere this mat- 
reT., 

Ben. Then the Proteſtant (after humble ſubmiſſion &c.) ſayd : O moſt ex- 
cellent Pznce together vvith all youHonourable and worlkiiliime freely 
(peake vefore you : It is not vaknowne vrito you all at this preſent that thus 
Popith Rel:gion [| 4:hough I graunt t he mought hay pely haue had {ome rca 
{n.ble ground in her firſt Inſtnution |hath b.n+Gnce that tyme)diwerſly & ſon. 
ory wil-,v#1ted & patched, in fornuch 25 fonary Popes have added ſundry ere» 
monyes, Vidciicet. lore hotly water,fonc holy breaa,lome other hauc et vp(as 
books for the vnlearned to looke vpon certaineln2ges,& ſome haus graunted 
that oblations { hould be male vnto them, {ome other that ihe { hould be let 
before them, otner ſome 1tauc alowed (forthe vnlcarned) beades for to nom- 
ber theyr prayers vithall; And forme hauc likewiſe ( for monyes caulc) graun- 
ted cut perdon. tor ranes, ſome 1n one Maner ſome 11 an other : yea and their 
ſervice, when they ment to {ſerve God , was in a language that the People 
vaderſtood not | what ſhould I ſpcaka of Maſſes, Trentalts, and Dirges to be 
{ung tor the Dvad Hillo ying of Palmes, of Crofles, Churches and Charch- 
yeards, lkewile of Chririſtming and hallowing of Bells &Cc.} Aud this ſuperſti- 
tion conmucd Cake as he tayd therin right well) nl MP. DoGtor Marin Luther, 
that famous Clarke, vvho kath diſcloſed all their ſuperſtition, Idolatry, Cout- 
touines, and whordome &c. vyhich tyme vve God be thancked) haue had for 
the molt part this our proteſtant Religion, vyherin the Goſpel or 'T ructh 1s 
{incearely Preache 1: all fuperihtion, Idolairy and abhomination altogether 
put do war, and godlervice inthe mother tongue , ſo that now euery Carter & 
Cob er can whiſtic and (1ng plalmes, and cuery man can reaſon and talke of the 
{cr1prures 1n euery place treely where they come : yea moreouer eucry 'Bif hop 
and Miniſter may haue his wife &c, And now (nght honorable Audience.) 
what fruites agyd freedom this our liberty of the goſpell hath brought vvith it, 
Gnce we began to preach, | need nor to refyre - but vvill referre that and all that 
lhauefiy t, voto your-vv{doms to confiderof : Thus I conclude | Right No- 
ble and vvort hiptull} that my Religion (fer out and allowed by the Kinge and 
his Counſel) hath his ground and foundacion from Chriſt and his Apoſlles, 
and theretore of greater antiquitie then the Catholike Religion by an handred. 
yeares and more, aid 15therefore the beſt , and the goſpell vvhich vvepreach 
Ciny 1:) that 15 the Trueth, And therewith he made an end. 

Balr Lord haue mercy on vs, vvhat ſhall vve ſay that are vnlearned, in this 
rroublcfome tyme of fo mr any Religions and Opinions? er vvhom { hal vve be- 
leeuc? For now (ft this vvere his tale, and this be true vvhich he hath ſayd: 
doubtlefſe he hath {o hrmely and groundly ayd his plat forme Cthat in myne 
opinzon\ no man living can remoue it. or goe beyond him. And therefore [ 
{ce not to the contrary, but that he muſt needs goe away vvith the victory, 
otherwile [am much deccaucd ; yet I pray thee let me heare vvhat the other 
Cou.4d lay? 


Beo. 


Ben. Then ſtood vp the Puritan, and (after ſubmiſſion done) he ſayd, mo 
high and renoumed Prince together with you allthat be Honourable and wor- 
ſhipfull, ike as ye haue heard theſe 2. men tell their tales concerning the ground 
ol their Religions, and the Trueth : enen {o | beſeech you heare me : Its vvell 
knowen vnto you ali that [ haue bin, euen for the Lord my God his caule, zea- 
lous this ,0 yrares and more, in ſo much as 1 haue bin expulced the V miverſt. 
tyes : deprived of my lungs: runne here and there, even tor my Conſcience. 
caule,&c andtherctore haue matter fo well againſt thee © King and thy | awes, 
a» allo agarnit them both and their Religions that haue here ſpoken; As t. rthee 
thou ſerrelt vp ſuperſtitious lawes vyhich are not correſpondent to Gods lawes, 
and therefore I will not obey them: And now to an{were the Catholike and his 
Antichriſtian Religion; Inced not> for aſmuch as the Proteſtant hath tufhcient] 
anſwered him. But as conſerning the Proteſtant and his Rehigion(vvhich he fo 
excolleth aboue ali other } Iamright vvelable to reprouc him, almoſt in an 100. 
laces vvhich he hath altogether taken out of the Romiſh lincke, or ſtincking 
Popiſh puddle: like as you may eaſily ſmell from wence they came; if you 
do but a little holde vp your heads and bcholde the ſituation of your Chur- * 
ches, how they yer ſtand Eaft and Weſt your ſtceples alſo full of Bells your 
Quiers and Alters together vvith Coaps, veſtments and cornerd caps: Tippers, 
Rotchets, Sirpluſſes, proceſſions (ingings, organs &c [| what ſhould i ſpeake of 
their ſuperſtitiousnames, Videlicet, my Lord of Canterburyes grace, my Lord 
Yorcks grace my Lord Biſhop, M*, Deane, M-. Subdeane, M'. Archdeacon, 
M- Commoſary: Dr, fuch-a-on: Mr: Soucraigne, M-. Parſon, Mr. vicker, &c. 
and (to be ſhorte) vvat ſocuer the proteſtant vieth{ſo vvel in his ſeruice, as in 
his miniſtration of Sacraments, and Ceremonyes ) they are all counterfeyted 
out of Papiltry ; and arethercfore no better to be termed then rotten Raggs of 
tac Romith Church. For thatcauſe (right Honourable audience) I beſcech you 
inthe bowels of Ieſs Chriſt, that you vvoulde once ouerthrowe and cleane 
roote out for euer all ſuch Antichriſtan memoraals aforeſayd of that Babiloniſh 
hoote, fo that nothing remayne vpon the Earth in any remembrance of her 
Andthen may you reforme Religion (as we ſhall Inftrutt you) afer the maner 
of the beſt reformed Churches in all Ewrope. And vntill that tyme we wil ney = 
ther obey you nor your lawes, and Inſtitutions : | for in ſuch caſe ſay we; it is 
better to obey God then men. ] And thus | conclude Right Noble and worſhip. 
tull: foraſmuch as our zeyle ſtandeth more towards God and his lawes then to- 
wards the lawes and ordinances of men; Therefore we (who are abouc, 1n 
our miniſtration, men or Angels doe holde our Religion ro be the beſt, becauſe 
we {ceke the refurmation of the Church in all things that are amiſſe:and more- 
ouer we have our foundation from Ezechia, loſia, Indas Machabew, &c. and for 
that cauſe of greater antiquitie.then them both And our miniſtration (which 
we vic andteach among our Colleges in our exerciſes, and nightly conven». 
tikles) 15 the Tructh, And hereI end: comitring all things herein touched, to 
your vv!{doms to conſider of. And ſodeparted. L ws 
alt, 
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* Balt. O Lord! what ſhalll faye? or vpon whar Religion ſhall Tow flaye 
me, wherby | mought now find out the Trueth? then hath he fo vnfolded it in 
ſuch forte, alſo layde his ground fo fure that all men vvhich heareth him (as 
I conjecture) muſt needs thinke that he Cvvhich is ſo zealous for Gods caule: 
feareth not to reproue the King to his face : ſeeketh the reformation of the 
Church - and alſo bringeth vvith him the greateſt antiquitie) is like to preuayle, 
and al{o winne the beſt game. Yet vvou'd i faync heare what the 4. could laye 
to all theſe profound and groundly reaſons. but alas, what ſhould a playne 
Plowman faye amony ſuch high learned Prelats? Notwithſtanding of fellowſhip 
let me heare what the fooliſh fellowe could {ay,or what anſwer he could make 
that I might laugh a luc. 


Ben. Laſt of all ſtood vp this playne Plowman [ whoſe Religion was vn. 
knowen: although he had bin fo long tyme by ail thele 3 aforfaya ſulpeRed & 
bruted for an Heretiq;] And (falling downe vpon his knees) he {ſayd : O moſt 
puiflant Prince together vvith all your Honorable and vvor{ hiptull in this 
preſent Parlament afſembled. Are you defſyerous ( in this contentious and 
troubleſome tyme, wherin all Iniquity doth abounde and wherin alſo ſo many 
Religions, ſets, and opinions, arc out of fict hand bloud, entred or taken on 
among the Children of men) to vnderſtand the beſt Religion, as alſo the 
T rueth, and what thing the Trueth is,to thend that God mought be honoured 


therin? Then I beſcech you of your clemencic heare me ſpeake. 


You hauc heard of theſe 4, (one being contraryto an other:) ſpeake the very 
beſt that in them was tor the aduouching of their Rehgion and the Tructh: 
And now as touching, the firſt | namely the Cathohike ] he hath out of a good 
zeale brought in, fo nere as he could conjeRure, the firſt ground of the Ca» 
tholik Religion, and the long continuance thereof : declaring alſo that the ſa. 
craments, ſignes, ceremonyes, and ſeruices of the ſame Church, were ordeyned 
onely to keepe in memory things paſſed &c.[cuen hike as the ſeruices and ſacra- 
ments ceremoniall of y old lawe werein y beginning ordeyned to keepe in me- 
morie things that the were to come &c. NotwihRandingthe good hfe where. 
vpon all ſacraments, {ignes, ceremonics,or { hadowes figurative inthe Catholik 
church did point vpon,, and vvhich alſo the holy ſcripture doe require, and 
whereout the dutifull obedience rowards God and Gouernours doth proceed, 
Cwasof this Catholicke now in theſe laſt dayes )alt-gether forſaken, rejeAcd 
and forgotten : (cuen like as it vvent alſo in umes before with the difobedient 
and vnbelecuing jewes, ) & fo hath he forſaken the Trueth, vyvvhereupon he 
fayth his Religion was grounded: And therefore the Lorde hath now no plea- 
fure in this Apoſtated Catholik nor yet in his abturd Religion, vvherevpon 
it is now cometo paſſe that the 2 (namely this Proteſtant ) beholding the ma- 
ny-maner abuſes and diſorderlynefle of life which hath bin now in theſe 


latter dayes , found in this Cotholiq; and his Religion ; and for the vvhich 
no doubt 


ne doubt he hath received greate chaſtiſmene ofthe Lord, and his Miniſters 

hath declared forth Cto his greatrepro:ch\) many ofthe ſame abuſes before 

you all very rightly as they vvere , and moreover ( our ofa great zcale) hath 
commended his owne Religion for the beſt which thou ( O king) haſt now 
appointed and fer vp among vs: Via-liver, the declaring forth of the golpell 

and holy ſcriptures amongvs. The feruice vied andread in F mother rongue , 

to thend all moughr heare and vnderitand w har is fayd , and then followe 

the ſame vytichis good! as Ikewile the ſacraments & ceremomes nuniftred 

m the ſame rangue, to thend all fubyects moughr be holden vnder godly and 

manly obedience, and hne according to the {cripenees in one vniformiry of P/aUlm,!, ond. 
Religion according ro the kings goou meaning therein, All rhele {| fayT}] were 15. 24% 
it accompliſhed in the deed andinthe Tructhisa very good Religion, alſo Maib.zi,co 
vvere very vvell fayde of h1mas out of a finguler good zeale . 


Notwithſtanding the vvhile this Proteſtant Cvyvhich can readily reproue an 
other by the {criprure ) vvalketh forth fill 1n all malitioufnes of life (although 
he boaſte neuer ſo muchof Light, Life, Liberty, & Freedome by Chritte Pla, Ie 
he remayneth notwithſtanding in darkenes and is the feruant of finne, or bond- #4 £ 
fue of Sathan: (vvhat ſhould | ſay of the countoutnes, that vyorſ hipping of 4b, 5, 4 
Images, Enwie, Pride, Extortion, Symony, Viery, W horedome together vvith * £9: 5.6. 

S : ; | { #in. },o. 

all maner of Iniquity that n2w doth abound inthis Proteſtant, ſo vvell Among 2. 11s, 3, 4. 


the Clergie as the Laycne, 


Thus may vve ſee that he likevviſe in re)efing the good life, (vvhich all the 7-on, 14 « 
holy ſcriptures , do requier and witnes : and yyere vpon alſo all the holy ,.2-# 
ſcripturcs as alſo al ſacraments , ceremomes, figures or { hadowes thar good pra p 
ar2 ) do ſignifie, figure forth, & point vpon, hath rejeted the Trueth. And hank 
novy beholde I pray you what fruits haue inſued ſmce this Itberty of life hath 
bin taken on? For the longer this Proteſtant hath preached vnto the people, 
the worſe the liucs of the fame people are become 2 experience hath raught of aus 
vs: and no maruell, for he [ in forſaking the good life !harh there withal forſaken {+ 4 16 # 
the Trueth; and for chat cauſe onelie, the Lordc hath no pleafurc in this licen» => > 
c10us Proteſtant, nor yer in hisabſurd Religion, 

Anas touching the 3. [ namely the Puritan] for as much as he vvill nor live ,, 
45 2 lubje acer and ordinances of Fings & Mag'ſtrares, ard _ T 
therefore harh ſour of enumons perſumption, and rebellious heart! for fiken the +. Per 24 
obedience and godhe lyfe, due to Go4, and governors ſnot wirhftandingour gre In; «, 
quired of vs all 1n holy ſcripture} ſo hath he in lyke maner there vvith all forſa. nes ew 
ken the Trueth | it vvere too muche to name how many honeſt hearted and 4 a 
rue faythfull ſubjects, to their Prince haue bin, by this Puruan, belyed Noun [os 4, 
dered, perſecuted, and impriſoned, for that they heid them to obedience and had 5. 
the good lyfe, like as they were taught: and would never conſent ro his re» Meals 
belly ous Corrine, nor come to his nightly conyentikles:] and therefore Cal | 39+ 

B ij though ** '® 


though he, out of his great zeale, ſought the reformation of the Church, and 
4. £16.c. yet hc humſclf not reformed vato obedience and godlines of lyfe) God hath no 
1Cs.1.4 Pore pleaſure in this difobedient Puritan nor yet in his abſurd Religion, Thus 
teen. 8. 4, You may ice Right Noble, Honourable and vvorihiptull, hozpeuery one, in his 
Aer 8.4. yyay, (ecketh religiouſly after the Trueth, 1f he myght any way fynde it. And 
gy againc you may (cealſothat the Tructh is ncuertheleſſe, hid from them all. 
ten, *,4 And why: for (if we conſider of the Scriptnres) vato all thoſe that walke with. 
t. 8.6. outthetrue lyfe, and godly obcdicnce (wh.chis required in gods holy vvord) 
—_— all things chaunce 1n f1milicudes, parables, and cl!oled bookes: becauſe that men 
E/« 6.c. ſhouldnot (ce with their earthly cycs or myndes, nor heare with their carthly 
Jean. i3.f$- carcs or thoughts, nor yet comprehende w tleyr darke ſony barts, the ſecrete 
works of the Holy Spirit of Chr:it. ] 
teen 14.h.c. Forthat cauſe all People that arc zelous for Religion,& f+ r the Trucths ſake, 
F. Per. v. [ bethzy what they be, or duell they « here thy ſhall: fo they loue God, and 
—_— delyerto live vnder obedience tothe Kivg and h15 good lav es, or, at the leaſt- 
wife, hueth quietly and harmeicſly among che People, bearing a rruc and fauh- 
full heartto the Prince of the Land] arc to be borne withall1n their ignorant 
zcale for Conſcience ſake, in aſmuch as all good gifts proceed from God, yea 
and moreouer, for that the ryme of harucſt 1s at hand, :n the vvhich the Lord 
vvill fend out his Angels, to gather togerher the good wheat into his barnes . & 
Le t.« 4, 1o burne the weeds with vnquenchable tyer. For doubtles the Trueth it ſelf 
14... {wherabout men fo ſtriue) 15 an other maner of thing then fleſh and bloud was 
Teen. 5. 6-euer able to fynd out, for it is the louely lyfe, or being of God, or of his holy 
FE... word, vvyhich lyfe 1s the thing (as Iayd before) that all ſacrifices, Ggnes, or 
2-1e@r, 4. b. ſhado ves inthe whole lawe, as alſo the Sacraments and ceremonyes ot the new 
Teſtament ordained 1n the Chriſtian Catholicke Church together with all that 
m mg b. the holy (criptures, do 1 oynt vpon: ſignify and requier at all our Hands, I fay, 
Joan, 16 def ONCE agayne, the loucly lyfe of God, or of his holy worde is the very Trueth 
17: 6 11-* [namely l-ſw Chritt]It 1s allothe Tree of lyfe that was plited inthe beginning in 
> gl the midfi of the Paradiſe, or Luſt-garden of the Lord | which tree of lyfe,euen 
Ape. 246, hke asthe firſt,through the diſobedience in the —o—_ , hath loſt the ſame: 
(15-4 even fo the ſecond man through the obedience in the lyfe, winneth the ſame 
y Fo. 1.4.3, 2gayne ]it is very true: And therefore toliue in Obedience to God and his holy 
«. b. , - vvord, alſo in obedience to the King, and his good Jawes and ordinances, and 
Dev. 114.0 1, \onemyne neighbour as myne owne ſelfe, alſo to deale —_ & vprightly 


b, Bin 3s my religion, 


Math. 11. 


 Pes2, VVith all men like as ] vvould be dcalt with all. is the effcQ = 
a. Cor.12. grounded vpon the Trueth, vvyhich obedience had his origivall from Adam, 


Marth. 7.6. abell, Seth, Noah, Abraham, &c and 1s alſo confirmed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
4 -"any &c. and therefore ſhal continue tor cuer. 
Gealz de. Town 2.4. Genar bean ti, rt abe 


Thus I conclude that my Religion, in the good lyſe, goeth beyond them all, 


Toinir £14 


& 15.4 6,c {ofarre as the Heauens from the Earth, or thc Light from Darknes, alſo that all 
1.9.13. maner of Religious people (boaſt they never ſomuch of their Religions, Prea. 
* chings, Seruices, Sacxaments Sercmonyes, Freedomes by Chyiſt, or = hat) 

at UC 


I, Joan. 4«4, 
6.4 ah. 


that are found without this obedience to G:d and Gonernours, & vvithout this = #.* 
goodlyfe aforelayd (Or at the lealt have not «vy carnoclt ciation ti.cicto, 74 my" 


jomuc h as they mayian the Lord) the Religion, then Goalerun ec, and ail ch that ».< or, 144 
the y boaſt vpon, is nothing vorth in the Lords fight: and the cauie 15 they have £7* + 45 


forioken the Tructh, vvhich sthe flogrer and beauiy of all good Relygrons yea, Ry acher 
and 1s all 1n all. -—whppe' 4 


New haue I ſhewed you [ Right High and Honorable: ]the inconfutable 
ground of my Religion| which Goa of his grac: us goodnes hath made knov en 1 £913, 
vnto me, aud for the vvhich I have bin long ſuſpe@ed |] together vvith the vas -aigk 
fllible Trueth, vvherout all right obedience vnto God and Goucrnours prolee- 14. 4. 5, 
&cth and vvherout allo the nght repentance appeateth, and the truce and huwg G4 x, 4 
fayth 15 alwayes v orking by loue, fo well rowaras God and Chriit, alto towards + 4.5 4 
n.y ne1gi1bour: and vvherunto I meane [ by the grace of God] to indevour my _ 94 , 
{et right and day by prayer and ſupphcation, to thend I mought once attayne /- 1 < 
to the tame Tructh, v rithout the vvhich there is, for me, no Salvation {ave 8, & 
1 heretore confider hereof adwiedly , I moſt humbly beſeech you) fo many *5-* 
xs hauc reje&ed obodience, they haue rejected the true Religion: And ſomany +, , 
ab haue rcjcaed the holy and godly lyte, haue rejeted & fortaken the Tructh, /+++. +5, 
{ namely le/w Chriſt: ]Therctore am I boulde to fay (as vnder correhon and ſub. 7 4 4 
wiſhon) that this ny Religion, and this Trueth, vvhereot Ihaue {poken,being 7 4, 
once taſt grounded in our myndes and ſpirits, 15the principal) mod vw herein the 
I ord hath {ct his v hole delight, and hs tat 1 he vvil onely be honored & (cr. 
ued: Allo vverunto all Chrittan and Caihohq; Religions, Kings, Princes, Ma- 
piltrates & people ought of right, for evermore to geue place,as one floacke v nder 
one ſhepheard :; For it 1s an Everlaſting lyfe, in the which, and through which, 
vve (being voted {oule and {pirit vunthGod the Father ſhall riſe ”—_ this 
fame fleth,) and hue vvith Chrift our Sautour, in 10yes everlaſtiogly : It is very 
T rue. 
And now as I haye here acknowledged (right High and Honorable, &c be- 
fore you all) one onely true Chriſtian Catholik Religion : fo ler no man from 
hence torth charge meto beof no Religion, neither yerto be of ali Keligions, 
but rather ſuch a one as vw ould good vntoall, [rovvit }.that all religions, in moſt 
louing vviſe. mought be gathered together (now in theſe laſt dayes) according 
tothe promiſſes, throuph the goſpell of leſws Chrift, vnto this on: ly truce Religion 
aforc{ayd,ot faythftull obedience to God & Gouernours, and Tructh towards all 
men. For then vvholoeuer is a right Cathohq; Proteſtant or Puritan, and hueth 
inthe ſayd obedience and Trueth, Ican in no vvifedifalowe of him, in fomruch 
as | my {cf indevour me dayly (by the grace of God) to accomnlif h or attayne 
vnto, vvith them, that moſt holy religion of obedience and Tructh becauſe 
there mought bee no more, in thend, faue one God, one Chriſt and ſawour, 
one Roly Ghoſt, one Fayth, one Baptilme , one obedience, one Tructh , vne 
Flocke, one { hepheard, even ſuch is wy mynd, & fo would | bee conceryed of, 
and no other yvile, 
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Great is the King , great and michty is his peer yu greneic F knowledge 


that the ſonnes of ncn hue found out vpoa the Earth - Allo great and mar 

mancr are the Religions fervices, andcere:nonyes which men | baue deviſce 'O 
ſerue the Lord withill; yet notwurhtinding much greater 15 obedien e in the 
Tracth 1 Þ 11 louc! Y lyvtc ot ' l. Ort bs hoty VV «1 fort Ins z 45 I layd ! IC fore 


Comtefw, the veway, whenn 1 + cn: ovehe ro walks, the Tructh, vvherin all 
mcn ought to be'cet, Andthe!yte, wirrin all mon ough ro liwe. Therefore 
great 1s O5efien ce nn ihe Tructh, ad of A OTULY 42S Patt gocth veyond them all, 


Andioatcr rec VEe:CiIKke Moone hs Caacd, 


Bair, O moſt mercvtull Gnd : 4 hit hall become of all ſuch ?gnovant Cuts 
aSlim? which arc rocdy ropunmnc, roy Ws eripiS Rel 2101, thon aftcr th i 
[ alas neghbovr alas' | nieemein no” by thei hy fpeeches ( v rch dookiles 
are very rue that ail People on Earth hich LY we cholen to thom (elves a 
Rc 11g10n wher:in they fuppoted ito hamc obtaynedt raew freedome, Jultfica- 
tion, and ſalvation by Chriſt and yet neuvr attayned to truc repentance, mu: 
lefſe roOhedience, m the god!y ytc ( vvhich, he call th the Trucch, or Chrit 
hiunfelt ) are cicane ler belyde thc {a idle. For | now PETCCanc right well. the 
Ovedicnce mih+*vocd lyfe 15 a molt precious rreature proſfeeamrg from God, 
and vyherewth God, the King, and a mans ne!ghbour 15 {ciu I" ' Murcouecr, 
by the ly fe men rm 'y knowe the workes of God from the workes of mcn Kh 
wayecs: As for example, let vs look+ vapn ali the Creatures thit the Lord hath 
made ( yea wh tſocuerthing the eye of man can beholde} and (es, it hatch or 
it hath had, a kynde of lyfc in 1. 1 :kewile, let vs locke _pon all che workes of 
man 'ſeeme they neuer {o berprifully and loc they haue no! 'yf in th-m: $0 that 
althou gh one man may f:ſhion an other man.thro! gh {moth words' & decpe 
kno ried: ges ro an -utiyard ſhew of holines yes he no better | before ſuch yme 
as G14 work2th, through his grace, and the miniſtration of his holy word, the 
ne'v hirth. or rruc god! y lyfe in the m; 1m] chen a dead hnage, or p ynred Co_ 
pulch: twhich he man had made vvith his o-vyne hands, And now thercfo:e 
n cometh red\ly to my remembrance how ne written inthe Scriptures 
tothe fimecttct:; Vic JIcct, Fxcept Chr:it be in 1 ſayh Pavl to the Chritiar Con. 
« $regation J you ane call awpan er, alle if a man h we notthe forrit of God, the tam is 
none of his, & moreouer | travel} in birth tell Chriſt be faſhioned in you ag. yne 
2 nets (with 2 number of luch lee ſavings m (crpruer more vo hich vverc roo 
long to reſis Sorh it now perceauc his myn1r1 gh well 4h h s is, he that 
obaverh the vvor??, obaverh the k ng, an! leaderh a aol; V 4" -na he that 
feaderh x godly lvfe huh Chrift div hg. mn khrm. And th reforc Chrifl Corths 
withour me ve can dot nothing, for 1am th. Wy, the Ir 'eth, and the Lyfe: 
So then whon any good work» 1s wroughtuty t brit one'y that doth the poode 
wo ks thit are acceptable vurth Col, and not ihe many and therefore vo here 
he o cyto'l-ththe Trwo-th or god Iy Fo abour all he meancth ie/w Chr? vwlhich 


' ought to diyell tithe tan Vholk fp Irkt, at Lat ty, vvill Icad the man intro I} 
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| tight obedience and Trueth, vvhich lyfe doubtleT-I fer now, being wel cone 
fdered of, 15th: prin-ypall g304, vuheru no all People (vviththoir high kno v. 
| ledges, Religions, Services, Sacraments, and Ceremor y c$,0ught for everimores 
to geve place. And now therefore (in myne 0001) it avy man ſhall hence. 
foith:icliſt or deny thiſſame playne Plo "mans Religios, O1 be T-ucth atore- 
{- vd. V\ h 4 h I» POT OM 10h ++ + eEXOT” Tet & govt oOale | t Y ine hu Y {cripru oy. 
COnoaionce be u?' 34 h1.; record th it MAS CnHEnN for then aAowut etl. he 1* &y h r 
'on want ani ſuperiticions Papiſt, vyho ( ven pt Moretied trom the $3 he 
prod ot rhe Cath ligs Region) efteemeth more of the Sacraments, Mites 
rves Coremonves or ſhadorrs, then of the very thing vyutich hey tgmify, or 
Þ.uc hid {cn inthe ; Or els hens a lifencious Protoiting (vho-contrary to rhe 
\ 
V 
£ 


4 m—P—_ LT 
3 - 


void |t God, as alſo contiary to the good meany of the Kireg? abnierh thee 
C1 Rog on vinuch bs Mreſte huh appoynted to be frequented among lt 


and lucth af © h:s owne fh:irhy luits and delyers, tyrher aito hes a diſube- 

Honr and rebellion Puritan, vvho bong altogether 1c lyned ro Envy, Pryde, 

and pre umyion thameth nat to refit the good lawes of the King, and in, ro. 2 
Ntccd bt - ft tofervp nsomne Tmaginations, meaning thereby to alluer the 

bearts if the Poole from their dutifull ob*dience to God and gouernours, 

Who! Co. {cence That inthe end reſtify agayoſt him ( and if he repent notin 

tyined to his owne condemnation Bur now I would gadly knowe how all 

things weretuken (n theend - And tyhole Religion was beit accepted of the 

King 24d the 1ett there allemblcd, 


Ben. Attergrent aduiſe and deliberation taken among them all: The King 
ſ:yd, his Plowiman hath, laſt of ail, manifeſted vnto vs ( 10 p!1yne ſpeech) the 
right Re! gion 1nd che very Tructh (which my not in any vile be denyed) 
Therefore great is Obedience & great is y Tructh:l fer » ell newthat it was not 
fr naught that ir Taaderth written: 1] am the God of | braham, the God of x; 7». 1 
I/ack &the God of {1006 | a God of the Liumg, but not of ihe Dead ] Let Pro 1. P#. 2, 
clamation the ctore goeforih into all parts of the Land and letit allo be made 6 Sig 4 
knowen from vs th- King (to 4ll mens prefervation) thit he which wil be- ; 
come a Chrityan, and would be faved by reſis Cimit, mult / af er true repens 
tance) | hewtoith the fruics of tayth, in bis obecutence and Chriſtian lyfe. 
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Then 117 of al fp:ke the Connalſell, the Lords Spiritnal and Temperall roge. 
ther wth the Commons ( a {ar O-cc } and ioya lule hownone ard thank(. 
peu ng be to that Go 1 to PUCT MANTE «5! hu N h in we 4) > iuch 4 W c King ro 
rMpAc Oucy Vs, hrtcan fo nh ly tifcorne the bot Rotvicn and the Tructh 
from Il 0;hers andehorenoon geucntruc Þi)goment vithour parceal ty, And 
nw fvvethnnld nor hing eforth avouch. publiſh tor 1, may tEync, and ale 
low, 45 alfo hue accor.ung iothe fame (16 farre-forth as God ſhill gcve vs 
gre fon vvere vve very mu hro blame hecaule tha! vve {oo that Obedience 
x the tug inuliane Lore hath commanded all men to liue mi yea and norte, nt 


B uy i, \ hereby 


i 
bi 


” 


is whereby we his Miniſters Rule and governe vnder him in & quiernes 
Alſo that le/ws Chrift [once dwelling in vs ) 15 the Tructh or g lyfeit ic f.io faft 
coupled vnto Favth, as 1s the So-ne vnto brightnes, or tyer vnto heat: and there- 


fore bringeth vith it everlaſting lyfe and felicny. And fo the Patlament brakg 
vp, and Icame away. 


Gop caves THE Kine 
Amcn, 


Beho!d euen through ſuch a great Trouble and tranell aforeſayd, will 
gentle Ladye T ywe, bring forth her moit bewtifull Daughter 
Trueth'. now tn theſe laft daunzcerous dayes , to the glory of 
God, the preſeruation of Princes, and to an ewerlaſting peace 
emong all People. 


Amen. Amen. 


TO 


To THE READER. | 
A frer ſuch tyme as T had conſidered the many-maner of Religions ,Sefs, 


and Opinions ,( gentle Reader” that are now riſen vp out of mens high 

know icdge and goodthinking , and whereout (for the moſt parte) pro» 
ſcedeth alſo all contention, Envy, Diſobedience, Rebe.lion, Lying, Ba: k- 
byting, Slaundering , Impnfouing , Killing, & Murdering, &c, together with 
al liberty of tte in commutting wickednes , which is now frequented ( without 
fearc or ſhame } among the cluldren of men . I rooke this dewile in hand for fix 
{peciall cauſes . 
The hiſt was for that the Magiſtrats /wwho areGods miniſters on earth} moughte 
the better remember their othce andcalling, and how that they are appoimed 
of the Lordto {ypprefic ewll, Diſobedience, Falſhood, and wwkedncs : and 
to maintayne Gods obedience, Trueth, or godlynes of lyfe. 


The ſecond was for that all ſimple and ignorant people, mought fee how eaſi. 
ly men may be ſeduced [now im theſe dangerous dayes ]|through faire ſpeeches, 
and outward ſhewes of holines: yet neuerthelefle 1 am not againſt, the right 
Cath« liq;, the truce Proteſtant, or the perte& Precilian, io long asthey holde 


them to Obedience in the holy life aforelayd , 


The third was for that my hope ſtandethin y Lorde , there are many good 
willing hearts to the righteouſnes yet — vpon the carth , who once 
knowing the Trueth , ( and what cuerlaſting fehicitie it bringeth with it ) will 
not {by any ſiniſter meanes of the difobedient and rebellious route) be drawne 
away therefrom ( whether it be then by theyr {morhe ſpeeches, cruell threats, 
feare of Perſccunion, Blaſphemyes, Tyranous hand'ing , Impry ſonments, 
Vnjnſtice, or moſt cruell death that they can deuife ( but will rather indevour 
them ſtill to 1uc vnder Ovedience ro God and goucrnours & (o exerciſe them 
dayly in the godly life (that right Religion, faſt grounded on the vyconfurable 
Tructh )wherein the Lord had alwayes, ſtill hath, and for cucrmore hail have 
his pleaſure and delight, 


The fourth cauſe was this, for [hat a!l men [ if it were poſhvle ] mought ſee 
or vnderſtande that the good 'ife 15 not fo fl:ghta thing as many men make 
accompteof . For the Lorde looketh not fo mu: h vpen the ow wars oblations , 
Facrifices, Seruices , or Ceremonyes; v hich the man ofc1eth cr vieth for to 
ſerue him withall, as he doeth vpon the ſingle heart of the man, in his Obedie 


a Cor, 5.0.4 
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2, Cor, 10.4 
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ence and good lyfe [ tor the Lorde will be honoured onely | of Is ) m ſpint and we. 12. c 


Trueth |} therefore the Oblarions , Seruices aid Ceremonies, are reſpccd of 
the Lorde for the good hearts cauſe and nor the cull hearted reſpected for the 


Oblations, Seruices ,or ceremonies cauſe ; Example by Cainand Abell, they Ga 4, 


both offered ſacrifice to the Lord ; The one (for the bloudynes of his heart ) his 
B v ©bia- 
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Oblation was refuſed . And the other ( for the ſinglenes of his beart ) his Obla. 
tion was accepted . &c. 

The fift cauſe was forto anſyyereand fatiſfic all ſuch as praſently Nand (at 
the gaze asit were afarre-of ) wayghting what will come of this my Religion, 
or els doubting of the goodnes and contynuance thereof . &c, 


And the ſixt or laſt cauſe 1s this, forthatI C who have bin theſe many yercs 
moſt Injuriouſly Naundered and defoamed : moſt cruelly perſecuted, and lmpri- 
loned, as alſo mot diiputctully (poylcd and Impouceihnd tomy viter difcredit 
and vndonng - Like as fowethat be houourable { 1f they remember it | can part» 
ly tell Jam it1!] ready ( during lyfe } to anſwere boldly for my telfe : belecte, 
and Religion in the Trueth: And therefore (forthe clearing of my clfe Jand 
forthe recouering, of my good name | which I cſteeme aboue golde and ſyiner } 
I am bolde to dedicate this my deuiſe to her Majeſty , and to make knowne 
(therethrough | my Religion openly : And moreover 1 meane hereafter | by 
Gods grace ] and vnder correQtion and fubmilſion of my Prince, to perlwade 
all my friends, and acquaintance, whether they be then Catholiq s, Proteſtants, 
Puvir4ns , or What other Religions ſoener{ ſomuch as Þ may in the Lorde ] to 
inclyne theyr hearts wholely to lyuc vnder ſuch obcdience and godlynes of 
lyfe, asis aforeſayde: Alſoto pray tor the Queenes Majeſty and al the honourabla 
of his privie Counſell, forthatthey mought ſo maintaynethe goſpell of leſws 
Chriſt , whereby the Traeth mought get the viſtorie in all our hearts; Tothe cud 
all mought become one1in Chnf, And Cbriit oncinall, AMEN. 


